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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed 10/09/2009, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-5, 7, 9-13, 15-17, 19, 20, 23, 24, 26-32, 34-35, 37 and 39-41 
under 35 USC 103(a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made in view of Feilner et al. (hereinafter US 6463263 B1 ). Examiner has 
withdrawn Braitberg et al. (USPN 5,479,479), hereinafter referenced as Braitberg. 
Examiner believes that though Braitberg teaches a removable connection, Braitberg 
does not appear to teach a removable portion conforming to the shape/contour of a 
device, wherein a speech and controlling apparatus can interact. Feilner alone teaches 
"a functional cover that is external to and physically attachable to the apparatus, and 
wherein the functional cover comprises a shell configured to cover at least a substantial 
portion of a front of the apparatus and a microprocessor configured to cooperate with 
the control unit of the apparatus". Please see rejection below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5, 7, 9-13, 15-17, 19, 20, 23-24, 26-32, 34-35, 37, 39-41, and 45 are 

rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Roth et al. (PGPUB 
2004/0049388), hereinafter referenced as Roth in view of Feilner et al. (hereinafter US 
6463263 B1). 

Regarding claim 1, Roth discloses an apparatus comprising: 

a display configured to display various readable data (displays on the touch 
screen; column 6, paragraph 0120); and 

a control unit (CPU/microprocessor) configured to extract at least a part of the 
displayed data and configured to send the extracted part of the displayed data to a 
speech generating device that is configured to generate speech from the extracted part 
of the displayed data (column 6, paragraph 0120), 

wherein the speech generating device (cell phone; column 3, paragraph 0034) 
comprises 

However, Roth fails to teach a functional cover that is external to and physically 
attachable to the apparatus, and wherein the functional cover comprises a shell 
configured to cover at least a substantial portion of a front of the apparatus and a 
microprocessor configured to cooperate with the control unit of the apparatus. 

Feilner teaches the mobile telephone according to the invention only comprises a 
shell unit having a front housing and a back housing and a core unit, it is easily possible 
to change some of the parts during the operating life of the mobile telephone. Since the 
shell unit comprises no electrical parts necessary for the function of the mobile 
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telephone in order to perform speech and data communication in a mobile network, the 
front housing 2 and/or the rear housing 3 can easily be exchanged to a housing having 
different outer appearance (contour and/or shape). This will allow the manufacturer, the 
dealer and the user to flexibly change the mobile telephone while retaining the same 
functionalities provided by the mechanically rigid assembly of all the electrical parts in 
the core unit 1 . New products can thus be developed in shorter time and under lower 
costs. Once a standard core unit providing the minimum functionalities for the 
respective mobile communication network has been devised many different types of 
mobile telephones having different designs can be marketed. A manufacturer can 
provide a large range of different housings as long as it is guaranteed that they enclose 
or house the core unit and allow a connection of the power supply unit to the core unit. 
Therefore, a manufacturer can develop a standard platform or core unit which itself has 
a type approval and thus the manufacturer can offer a wide range of differently shaped 
mobile telephones simply by providing a wide range of attachable housings (Feilner Col. 
7 lines 4-29). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the system of Roth to incorporate a functional cover that 
is external to and physically attachable to the apparatus, and wherein the functional 
cover comprises a shell configured to cover at least a substantial portion of a front of the 
apparatus and a microprocessor configured to cooperate with the control unit of the 
apparatus as taught by Feilner to allow for a wide range of differently shaped mobile 
telephones simply by providing a wide range of attachable housings, wherein a control 
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interface will interact with a core unit with an outer shape that can perform speech 
communication or display data (Feilner Col. 7 lines 4-29). 

Regarding claim 2, Roth discloses an apparatus wherein the control unit is 
configured to automatically send said extracted part of the displayed data to the speech 
generating device a line or word (word; column 28, paragraphs 0369-0373). 

Regarding claim 3, Roth apparatus wherein the control unit is configured to send 
said extracted part of the displayed data to the speech generating device a line based 
on the scrolling the display (word; column 28, paragraphs 0369-0373). 

Regarding claims 4 and 23, Roth discloses an apparatus wherein displayed data 
includes text from menus (menu; column 8, paragraph 0140), text messages, help 
information (help mode; column 2, paragraph 0029), calendars and/or confirmation of 
actions taken with the apparatus. 

Regarding claims 5 and 24, Roth discloses an apparatus wherein the control 
unit is configured to send said extracted part of the displayed data to the speech 
generating device a line or word at a time based on inputting characters to the 
apparatus via a keypad (user scrolls to a selection; column 28, paragraphs 0371-0373). 

Regarding claims 7 and 26, Roth discloses an apparatus and method wherein 
the control unit is configured to extract the displayed data from a selected file and 
automatically send the displayed data to the speech generating device the controllable 
rate (user scrolls to a selection; column 28, paragraphs 0371-0373). 
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Regarding claims 15 and 34, Roth discloses an apparatus wherein the speech 
generating device includes a microcontroller is configured to be connected to a memory 
device containing language information including various languages, abbreviation list 
and/or dictionaries (dictionaries; column 1, paragraph 0019). 

Regarding claims 16 and 35, Roth discloses an apparatus wherein the speech 
generating device includes a microcontroller is configured to be connected to a memory 
device containing voice settings (speech settings; column 9, paragraph 0156). 

Regarding claim 17, Roth discloses an apparatus wherein the speech generating 
device includes a microcontroller is configured to be connected to the apparatus via a 
system connector having an interface for audio signals (audio signal; column 10, 
paragraph 0167), serial channels, power leads and/or analog and digital grounds leads. 

Regarding claim 19, Roth discloses an apparatus wherein the apparatus 
comprises a portable telephone (PDA), a pager, a communicator and/or an electronic 
organizer, and wherein the display (screen) and the control unit are built into the 
apparatus (column 6, paragraph 0118-0120 with figure 9). 

Regarding claims 20, it is interpreted and rejected for similar reasons as set forth 
in claim 1 . In addition, Roth discloses an apparatus, comprising: 

a display configured to display various readable data (display; column 6, 
paragraph 0120); 

a control unit (CPU/microprocessor; column 6, paragraph 0120); and 
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a speech generating device including a conversion circuit therein configured to 
convert received data to a speech signal (TTS; column 27, paragraph 0352) and 
configured to be connect to a speaker system (speaker; column 6, paragraph 0120), 

wherein the control unit is configured to extract at least a part of the displayed 
data and send the extracted part of the displayed data to the speech generating device 
at a fixed and/or controllable rate based on user interaction with the display comprising 
scrolling (scroll) and /or voice control input received from a user (column 28, paragraphs 
0371-0373). 

Regarding claim 27, Roth discloses an apparatus wherein the speaker system is 
integrated with the apparatus (speaker; column 6, paragraph 0120). 

Regarding claim 37, Roth discloses a computer program product comprising a 
computer readable storage medium having computer readable code embodied therein, 
the computer readable program code configured to be loaded into internal memory of 
an apparatus having a display for showing various readable data, the computer 
readable program code comprising: 

computer readable program code configured to achieve the functionality of the 
apparatus (software code; column 36, paragraph 0458). 

Regarding claim 39, it is interpreted and rejected for the same reasons as set 
forth in claim 1 . In addition, Roth discloses a mobile phone handset, comprising: 

a display configured to display various readable data (displays on touch screen; 
column 6, paragraph 0120); 

a speaker (speaker; column 6, paragraph 0120); 
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a speech generating device built into the mobile phone handset (cell phone; 
column 3, paragraph 0034) including a conversion circuit therein configured to convert 
received data to a speech signal (TTS) and provide the speech signal to the speaker 
(column 27, paragraph 0352); and 

a control unit (CPU/microprocessor) configured to extract at least a part of the 
displayed data and send the extracted part of the displayed data to the speech 
generating device (column 6, paragraph 0120). 

Regarding claim 40, Roth disclose a mobile phone handset 

wherein the control unit is configured to send the extracted part of the displayed 
data to the speech generating device at the controllable rate based on user interaction 
with the display (scroll) comprising a voice control input (paragraphs 0371-0373 with 
paragraph 0034). 

Regarding claim 41, Roth discloses a mobile phone headset wherein the control 
unit is configured to send said extracted part of the displayed data to the speech 
generating device responsive to input of characters to the mobile phone headset (input 
buttons; column 6, paragraphs 0118-0120). 

Regarding claim 45, Roth teaches an apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein 
the control unit is configured to send the extracted part of the displayed data to the 
speech generating device at a controllable rate and in response to scrolling the 
displayed data ([0448]). 
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4. Claims 6, 25 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Roth in view of Feilner and in further view of Kivimaki (PGPUB 
2001/0014860). 

Regarding claims 6, 25 and 42, Roth in view of Feilner disclose a TTS 
apparatus, but does not specifically teach wherein the control unit is configured to send 
the displayed data to the speech generating device responsive to input of spaces and/or 
punctuation. 

Kivimaki discloses an apparatus wherein the control unit is configured to send 
the displayed data to the speech generating device responsive to input of spaces and/or 
punctuation (punctuation identifiers; paragraphs 0025, 0046 and 0082), to convert 
speech to text. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill of the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Roth in view of Feilner's apparatus as described 
above, to improve the level of comprehension a user has of speech output form such 
speech synthesizer systems (paragraph 0004), as taught by Kivimaki. 

5. Claims 9-13 and 28-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Roth in view of Feilner and in further view of Freeland et al. 
(WO 01/57851 A1), hereinafter referenced as Freeland. 
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Regarding claims 9 and 28, Roth in view of Feilner disclose a speech 
recognition apparatus, but does not specifically teach wherein the data is received as 
ASCII characters. 

Freeland discloses an apparatus wherein the data is received as ASCII 
characters (standard English, such as Americanised English; column 22, lines 22-24 
with column 28, lines 6-10), to provide a customized system and apparatus. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Roth in view of Feilner's apparatus wherein the 
data is received as ASCII characters, as taught by Freeland, to allow the information to 
be delivered in the preferred language (column 22, lines 20-24). 

Regarding claims 10 and 29, Roth in view of Feilner disclose a speech 
recognition apparatus, but does not specifically teach wherein the speech generating 
device includes a conversion circuit is configured to support various selectable 
languages. 

Freeland discloses an apparatus wherein the speech generating device includes 
a conversion circuit is configured to support various selectable languages (other 
languages can be used; column 22, lines 22-24), to provide a customized system and 
apparatus. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Roth in view of Feilner's apparatus wherein the 
speech generating device includes a conversion circuit is configured to support various 
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selectable languages, as taught by Freeland, to allow the information to be delivered in 
the preferred language (column 22, lines 20-24). 

Regarding claims 11 and 30, Roth in view of Feilner disclose a speech 
recognition apparatus, but does not specifically teach wherein the conversion circuit is 
configured to download languages via the connected apparatus. 

Freeland discloses an apparatus wherein the conversion circuit is configured to 
download languages via the connected apparatus (upload; column 24, lines 5-18 with 
column 17, lines 8-12), to provide a user-customizable supported word-base with the 
character TTS system. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Roth in view of Feilner's apparatus wherein the 
conversion circuit is configured to download languages via the connected apparatus, as 
taught by Freeland, to allow the user to define which words in the customizable 
supported word-base which are to be supported word-base, audio format speech 
samples to provide suitable recorded speech units for each supported word in said 
supported word-base (column 24, lines 5-12). 

Regarding claims 12 and 31, Roth in view of Feilner disclose a speech 
recognition apparatus, but does not specifically teach wherein the speech generating 
device includes a conversion circuit is configured to support various selectable voices. 

Freeland discloses an apparatus wherein the speech generating device includes 
a conversion circuit is configured to support various selectable voices (spoken voices; 
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column 22, lines 22-29), to obtain one or more characters speaking in the target 
language. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Roth in view of Feilner's apparatus wherein the 
speech generating device includes a conversion circuit is configured to support various 
selectable voices, as taught by Freeland, to provide a user-customizable supported 
system (column 34, lines 5-12). 

Regarding claims 13 and 32, Roth in view of Feilner disclose a speech 
recognition apparatus, but does not specifically teach wherein the conversion circuit is 
configured to download the voices via the connected apparatus. 

Freeland discloses an apparatus wherein the conversion circuit is configured to 
download the voices via the connected apparatus (downloading voices; column 40, 
lines 27-33), to allow the user to customize the apparatus. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Roth in view of Feilner's apparatus wherein the 
conversion circuit is configured to download the voices via the connected apparatus, as 
taught by Freeland, to allow the information to be delivered in various sounds and 
tones, to provide a customized apparatus and method (column 40, line 27- column 41, 
line 5). 
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6. Claims 46 and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Roth in view of Feilner and in further view of Weiner US 20020159600 A1 
(hereinafter Weiner). 

Regarding claims 46 and 47, Roth in view of Feilner fails to teach the apparatus 
according to Claim 20, wherein the speech signal comprises at least one word 
corresponding to a meaning of a short messaging system (SMS) icon. 

Weiner teaches Free-hand drawn or written SMS messages entered onto the 
pad comprise a set of position tracking coordinates that are translated into a 
mathematical function. The resulting mathematical function defines the way in which 
the independent coordinates are connected. The mathematical function, which includes 
information, or parameters, necessary to recover the coordinates upon "decoding" the 
mathematical function, is "cut", or limited, into "slices", each containing 160 ASCII 
characters in order to fit into the quantization predefined by specification for SMS 
messaging. As mentioned above, in the initial divided SMS message, or slice, a unique 
header is inserted, along with the data content. This unique header contains 
information that informs the decoder on the receiving end of the message that the next 
N SMS messages (N typically being an integer) comprise a single free-hand SMS 
message. In accordance with one embodiment of the invention, the encoded SMS 
message is then routed to a network Server where the decoding function is performed. 
However, decoding can be performed elsewhere, such as in the ISC of the receiving 
handset. After the message has been decoded, OCR can be performed to recover any 
characters that may have been included in the original SMS message. Again, it should 
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be noted that the decoding function and the OCR function can be performed in areas 
other than the network server. For example, the ISC, within the receiving handset, can 
be equipped to perform these tasks. Subsequent to performing OCR on the message, 
the server can further encode the message, if desired. For instance, similar to the way 
by which the encoding of the coordinates assists in carrying out OCR, other such 
encoding techniques can be employed to assist in the efficient transmittal of non- 
character, or picture, messages (Weiner [0057-0059]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the system of Roth in view of Feilner to incorporate the 
speech signal comprises at least one word corresponding to a meaning of a short 
messaging system (SMS) icon as taught by Weiner to allow for a hand drawn or 
symbolic message (image) to be converted to a textual form as a means to recover any 
characters that may have been included in the original SMS message (Weiner [0057- 
0059]). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael C. Colucci whose telephone number is (571)- 
270-1847. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 am - 6:00 pm, Monday- 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil can be reached on (571)-272-7602. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Michael C Colucci/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2626 
Patent Examiner 
AU 2626 
(571)-270-1847 

Examiner FAX: (571 )-270-2847 

Michael.Colucci@uspto.qQv 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2626 



